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Having so
little snow
cover this

winter, I am amazed
how well flowering
shrubs are showing
their color, though it
may be harder on bulbs in low-lying
areas. However, last fall’s heavy rains,
which flooded many areas in and
around your cottages, gave us all quite
a time. According to Town officials,
Tripp Lake reached the highest levels
in a decade. John and I phoned the
Town for help after the lake rose 18-
24 inches above normal. Thanks to
more calls from Bill Henderson, Mike
Shapiro, Russ Moat and Dick Harris,
we were able to get their attention. The
town manager and the road foreman
discovered the outlet had been blocked
with beaver dams, debris and was
home to several beavers. When all
were removed, the lake lowered
considerably. Presently, May’s good
soaking rains have filled the water
table and dampened the dry woods,
bringing us back to a balance.

This could be my special word for
you and me: balance. Try to find time
to rest within work schedules. Stop
daily to see what nature provides while
getting the land and cottage ready for
this season. Help your neighbor clean
out ditches and culverts so only clean
water goes into the lake. Wait a minute
and take some pictures of what our
lake means to you and your family.
Have some fun after a big work
project, as Judy and Dell King do.
Check out what our year’s focus is and
do your part. Think of what you can
do to keep TLIA on the move to
preserve Tripp Lake. We need you,
your ideas and your enthusiastic
balance of recreation and
conservation.  �
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Tripp Lake Store opens June  26,
154 Jordan Shore Dr.

Men’s Card Club–Wednesday, June
28, 7 p.m., 154 Jordan Shore Dr.

Red Hat Society–Planning mtg.,
Thursday, June 29, 1 p.m., 154 Jordan
Shore Dr.

Boat Parade–Tuesday, July 4, time
TBA.

TLIA Annual Meeting–Saturday,
July 8, 8:30 a.m.

Community Service Week–July 8 to
July 15.

Cleanup Day–Saturday, July 15,
8:30 a.m., Public Beach.

Progressive Dinner–Saturday, July
22. Sign-up at Annual Mtg.

Road Race (first ever!)–Sunday,
July 30. Time and details TBA. 

TLIA Picnic–Sunday, July 30. (need
coordinator.)

Bird-A-Thon–June through August.
Plant Patrol Workshops–Mon.,

June 12, 9-3, Scuba Divers, Sebago Lake
State Park Hdqtrs., Casco

(Continued on page 13)
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It’s been a
busy fall and
winter. I

continue to work for
Milton Public
Schools in
Massachusetts. This
year I’ve become the
early childhood coordinator for the
town. I still teach about ten hours per
week, but most of my time is spent
administering the program. Dell is semi-
retired and works part time as a rehab
counselor for Massachusetts
Rehabilitation Commission.

Our big news is that our daughter
Samantha is getting married in August.
Terry Hurley proposed at the Franklin
Park Zoo with the gorillas as witnesses.
(Not as weird as it seems…Sam has
loved all monkeys since she was little.)
So, needless to say, I will be distracted
this summer as I plan and prepare for the
wedding. Bear with me, please! Linda
and I continue to work together to plan
activities that will help 

(Continued on page 5 )
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The Town’s newly formed
Economic Development Committee will
be inviting landowners and interested
parties of property along both sides of
Bakerstown Road, from Five Corners
through Wolf Cove Inn and Transfer
Station Road areas, to have input at a
meeting to be held on June 29th at Town
Hall. They will describe this area as a
TIF (Tax Increment) Village District,
which was passed on April 29 by voters.

I hope that many will attend this
important meeting which will give this
committee your views on what it would
or would not mean to develop
businesses in this watershed area of
Poland.~ Linda

Claudie Getchell skis into summer
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Qingmei and Russell Moat with Governor
Baldacci
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by Susan Barry

Qingmei Zheng (pronounced Chingmay Scheng) was born in Fushun (pronounced Fushoon), Liaoning Province of China in
1964.Her brother still lives in Fushun. Her father, who is deceased, was a teacher of physical education and her mother,
who is retired, was a factory worker. 

After Qingmei graduated from middle school she attended English Teacher’s Training School, followed by three years at college,
which prepared her to teach 6th, 7th, and 8th graders (middle school) in her home town of Fushun. She taught there for eight years,
then in 1990, she elected to make a career change and became a government officer, assessing and collecting taxes from business
owners. In 1995, while still working for the government on weekdays, she opened
an English school and conducted classes on Saturdays and Sundays so that her 3-
year-old daughter, Shuang (pronounced Schwong) Song, could begin piano
lessons. The lessons were very expensive, but well worth the time and money
because Shuang received the top degree of piano after ten years of study. During
the ten years that Qingmei operated her school the number of students enrolled
increased from 4 to almost 150. A number of them were the children of her previous
students at the elementary school in Fushun. When she made the decision to come
to the United States to live, she sold the school to a close friend. Qingmei told
me that she taught thousands of students during her 23 years of teaching. 

Qingmei and Russell Moat, a retired Social Security claims agent,“met”
over the internet in December of 2004.They communicated daily and in February of
2005 Russell flew to Beijing to meet her. It was love at first sight. Following a
week of visiting many famous places in Beijing, they took a train to Fushun to
meet her mother and daughter and family members. Meeting her family and
friends strengthened their feelings for each other, but he could not stay any longer.

After he returned home, he and Qingmei continued their correspondence and
began to make plans for her to visit Russell in March at his home on Tripp Lake. As often happens, Murphy’s Law interfered and the
United States Consulate in China was quite uncooperative. That visit never got off the ground. So, in June of 2005, Russell returned to
China, again for two weeks. This time they stayed in Dandong and Dolian on the China/North Korean border. It was while they were
here that they became engaged and decided that Qingmei would come to the United States to live and they would be married. There
were a number of complications, however, so at this point, Russell enlisted the aid of Maine Senator Susan Collins and her staff.
Russell said they worked diligently with the US Consulate in China and were extremely helpful in untangling the glitches. On October
30th Qingmei received her visa and arrived in Maine on December 3rd.The next day she and Russell were honored to have their
picture taken with Governor Baldacci. She married her “Blue Eyed Devil” on December 30th, 2005. Shuang arrived here on January
16th, 2006, and began classes at Poland Regional High School on January 26th. 

Qingmei likes to be busy and is taking classes at Lewiston High School’s Adult Education program two days a week studying
English As a Second Language, though her English is quite good—certainly much better than my Chinese—she wants to improve.
Shuang’s English is very good (as is Russell’s, of course), so she has lots of help at home. She has been learning to drive and will be
taking her driving test in Lewiston the first of June. She is also learning to cook American recipes from a friend that she has met since
moving here.

Qingmei has had to make a number of adjustments, as have Shuang, and Russell, too. He bought a piano for his home so Shuang
can continue to play regularly and he has bought Qingmei a car. Eventually, she would like to find employment that would enable her
to use her many skills. Qingmei has such a positive attitude and we welcome her to our neighborhood. She said,“I like American
people for everyone who I have met are friendly, kind and polite. I like my new life here, it is so quiet and as I start my new life in
Maine I tell myself that I must leave behind but not forget my previous life. Instead of having servants I am now the servant of
myself.”  �
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Invasive Purple Loosestrife
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Ice Out: Our World According to
Southern shore resident Don Keene.

Don has faithfully kept “ice out”
records for Tripp since 1924. Ice out to
Don means ‘when you can put in a boat at
the boat ramp and travel to the opposite
end of the Lake.’

We agreed that on March 31, this
year’s ice went out! And so easy this
year…no ice crashing on shore or pieces
piling up on one another or not seeing the
creeping of a gray or black final layer of
ice. This early date was also recorded in
2000 and ties as the next-to-earliest ice-
out date. In 1981, the date was March 25.

Lois Cole has given ice-out dates to
some of her math students as a practical
way of showing math relevancy. They
will plot and share with us statistics that
they discover. These will be printed in
upcoming Newsletters. Leave it to Lois!

***********
TLIA Membership: Enclosed is an

envelope for your 2006 dues. We would
appreciate your prompt response so we
can vote on projects at the Annual
Meeting. If you’re not yet a member,
please make it something to do this year!
We have 140 members and would
welcome you into this special club.

***********
Thanks to these folks, whom I might

have forgotten to mention, for always
being there for Tripp Lake: Bill
Henderson, who renews and pays for our
non-profit status with the State of Maine
each year, Susan Barry for sending get-
well wishes and notes of condolences to
members, Treasurer Richard Barry, who
always has a smile, while smoothly
running our finances and paying the bills,
and Ed Hinkley, for being the
professional ad man.

***********

Boat Ramp.  This past March, Town
Manager Richard Chick and Road
Foreman Jeff Chappell sent two men to
fix the boat ramp. They straightened out
concrete forms which had shifted and
added blacktop to save them from future
washouts as well as filling in holes on the
approach road. We thank them for their
exceptional work (as do the fishermen
who were there bright and early on April
1!)

John Laskey will be ordering a sign
for the boat ramp telling boat owners not
to use power loading in Tripp. This was
voted upon at the last Annual Meeting.

***********
Sign at Public Beach. Since the

Carbones have sold their home and moved
to Turner, we need a volunteer to care for
the special YOU ARE HERE sign at the
Public Beach. In the Fall it needs to be
cleaned and wrapped to protect it from the
elements. In the Spring, the covering
should be removed for the public to read.
Let Linda or Judy know if you could do
this…it’s a small but important job.

More about the Beach. Please let
Howie Sherman know how to get people
to clean the beach on July 15. It’s
important that we demonstrate to the
public that we’re good stewards of the
lake and its environs. Howie’s phone
number is 998-8155. His e-mail is
VIOLINHW@COMCAST.NET.

***********
Important Workshops: 
Invasive Aquatic Plant Manual

Control Methods Training for SCUBA
divers (and non-divers wishing to provide
logistical support for divers) will be held
Monday, June 12, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at Sebago Lake State Park
Headquarters in Casco, ME. This
workshop will include instruction and
hands-on practice in plant identification,
infestation reconnaissance, plant removal,
construction and installation of bottom
barriers. Divers who complete the course
are eligible to register to become part of
Maine’s statewide “Rapid Response
Team.” For more info, go to http://
www.mainevolunteerlakemonitors.org/
workshops/#advlpp and click on Manual
Control Methods “workshop flyer” or
call (207) 783-7733.

Maine Center for Invasive Plants
(MCIAP) Training Workshop on
Thompson Lake on Wednesday,
June 28. It’s important that we have a
representative at this workshop. They will

train individuals in the identification of 11
invasive aquatic plants as well as present
an overview of the threat to lakes from
these plants. It will start in the early
afternoon and will be a hands-on
workshop. There will be a short dinner
break with food available. It is free and is
invaluable to our lake and its residents.
Call Scott Bernardy at (207) 878-5380
or e-mail him at dribme@verizon.net if
you wish to attend. Location TBA.

***********
Annual Meeting. Saturday, July 8

is our Annual Meeting. We’ll have a new
type of raffle as a fund-raiser, a “50-50.”
People buy raffle tickets and winner(s)
will split the pot with TLIA. Sounds like
fun, too!

***********
Grade Four Essay Contest. One of

our aims has been to educate ourselves…
those in the watershed and in the
community…with the knowledge of
BMP’s (Best Management Practices). To
this goal, Linda works with fourth graders
(ages 9-10) to enter an essay contest
where winners receive a week-long
scholarship to the Maine Conservation
School at Bryant Pond. The contest this
year was also opened to area home
schoolers and to the Poland Spring
Academy, a private school. Thirty-five
essays were judged by TLIA members
Marion and Clair Chesley. The winners
were twins from the Poland
Community School, Grace and Ben
Bradford, who wrote the winning essays
entitled, “Why I would like to attend the
Maine Conservation School and what I
would bring back to my community.”
TLIA pays $450 each and parents pay
$25. We’ve received great feedback from
past campers and know that Ben and
Grace will learn lots about conservation
while having a great deal of fun.

***********
(Continued on Page 4)

Lake almost open; looking towards the
Cove
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Harriet Doolittle
& Copper

The Log Cabin

Environmental Studies at Poland
Regional High School. It must be Spring!
Michelle Garcia, science teacher at
PRHS, continues to partner with TLIA,
helping us with our action plan while
affording her science students hands-on
learning. She is a pleasure to work with!
Last Fall, she gave a workshop to other
teachers at a Boston Science Conference,
reporting on our community projects.

This year, the junior-senior
environmental studies class will be
working on four projects.
1) Continued stream assessment.

(Two brooks on either side of the
Boat Ramp.) This will be invaluable,
telling us what pollutants, plants,
minerals and animals are
found…especially with subdivision
on Johnson Hill being planned. Other
streams were not assessed last year
because landowners refused to give
access to students. This made me so
sad. Oh, well. We have lots of work
to do with our watershed neighbors.

2) Second mapping of Purple
Loosestrife with associated research
to determine three best ways to
eradicate this invasive plant. Students
will choose three test sites to
demonstrate the methods. Also, one 

student will be hired this summer to
help remove these plants. A vote at
last year’s meeting approved
payment for this.

3) Additions will be added to the plant
and animal guide booklet they are
working on.

4) All the classes hosted a “Water Day”
for tri-town fifth graders at the
Poland Spring Preservation Park on
May 24th. Learning stations were set
up and Ms. Garcia’s students taught
about this important resource to the
youngsters. Be proud that your
money and goals are in good hands!

************
Times, they are a-changing. And,

well, they are supposed to, but it’s hard!
Our Lake Photo chairperson,

Barbara Perreault, has retired from this
job. She would fill orders for the aerial
view photos and ship them to us. Thank
you, Barbara, for all these years of
service. We hope to see you when you
visit Tripp. Word has it that Peg Harris
has offered to take over. Thanks, Peg.

************
This is Babs Shapiro’s last year as

Newsletter editor. She’s done it for 12
years and needs a replacement. If you

have a love of reading/writing/editing,
let us know if you’d be interested in this
important job. It holds the Lake
Association together in many ways. She’ll
be happy to guide you for a bit.

We thank her so much for making us
a star among Lake Associations, for
piecing things together to make the
Newsletter something special to read and
share. Contact Linda, Judy or Babs if
you’d like to be our future editor. Please.

************
Judy King and Linda Laskey gave

notice last year that their terms as co-
presidents will be up in the Spring of ‘07.
They’ve enjoyed working for and with
you. Let them know if you’re interested in
the presidency. It’s not hard for you
represent great people who are willing to
help.

************
Lastly, Judy King has announced

that this will be her last season managing
the “TLIA Store.” This is our main
fundraiser. We sell t-shirts, sweatshirts,
caps and throws. It’s fun…all you need is
a little space to store the merchandise and
a love of people. Others have done this
and it’s most enjoyable. Contact Judy or
Linda if you could help out in this area. �
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by Harriet A. Doolittle, VMD 

Spring has sprung, at least here in southern New Jersey and also in Maine according to my caretaker Joel Anderson. He is busily
reversing the damage to my lakeside steps resulting from high water and ice. Actually totally replacing them, a much needed event. 

I am preparing and anticipating my annual migration north.  I have a new Golden Retriever named Copper.  Small and dark golden
in color, he is a rescue dog acquired through the Oasis Animal Sanctuary. He’s an agile and active retriever of tennis balls and we are
curious to see how he responds to the lake. If he has the typical Golden Retriever response, he’ll be swimming after tennis balls with

as much glee as running after them. He’s an extremely friendly, loving dog and will enjoy greeting all
visitors to the cabin this summer and fall.

Unfortunately, I  return to Tripp Lake with a sad and heavy heart. My oldest friend in Maine died
on April 5, 2006. Phyllis Grant Smith was the first local person to
befriend me when I arrived at the Poland Spring resort in 1966 to
become a vocational instructor in the only rural women’s Jobs
Corps center, starting on the grounds of the Poland Spring resort
complex. I was to teach the girls veterinary assisting and Phyllis
was involved with teaching all phases of homemaking skills. We
were assigned to the same teaching group and went through
orientation, sensitivity training and numerous other meetings
together. Phyllis took mercy on me early on and invited me home
for one of her wonderful home-cooked dinners and to meet her
family. We all hit it off  and bonded with our mutual love of animals, the outdoors and this great social
experiment that Phyllis and I were immersed in. Thus began my forty-year friendship with Phyllis,
Steve, their daughters and grandchildren. I learned so much from her that it is impossible to even begin
to tell it all. She was one of the most talented and capable women that I have ever met. It is difficult to
think of arriving in Poland and not having Phyllis to talk with. I still have her daughters and
grandchildren and their (Continued on page  7)
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TLIA: CONNECTING WITH OUR
 COMMUNITY–COMMUNITY

 SERVICE WEEK
by Jacqui Misenheimer

The week of July 8-15 will be
devoted to an awareness of our
surroundings in many ways. We will start
with our Annual Meeting on July 8 and
ask that residents of Tripp Lake pay close
attention to all the environmentally
friendly ways in which they can maintain
their properties, thus preserving the
quality of our lake.

During that week, we encourage
everyone (who hasn’t done so already) to
clean ditches and culverts near their
homes to allow proper drainage to the
lake. The Town will pick the debris up on
two dates, June 26 and July 17. They
ask that we rake leaves to the edge of the
road but not into the road.

In support of local efforts to provide
food for anyone in need, we will conduct
a Food Drive (non-perishables.) These
foods can be brought to the Annual
Meeting, dropped off at 34 Jordan Shore
Drive or picked up at your home. Just call
998-2137 for pickup. If you’d prefer to
make a monetary donation, write a check
to the Poland Community Food Bank and
drop it at one of the locations listed above
or drop it off at the Food Bank (next to
the Poland Community Church) on a
Saturday, from 10 to 4. 

Our efforts will culminate at the
Public Beach on Cleanup Day,
Saturday, July 15, at 9 a.m. Just show
up at the beach with a rake, plastic bags
and gloves. If everyone pitches in a little,
a lot can be accomplished!  �

LETTER FROM JUDY 
(Continued from Page 1)

ensure that the Tripp Lake environment
stays pristine. WE NEED YOUR HELP!!! 

We need someone who can scuba
dive to assess the area around the boat
ramp. We need to discover if there are any
invasive plants being brought into our lake
in that area. It’s a prime area of concern. If
you can, please volunteer to help with this
project. Don’t worry if you don’t know
what the plants look like...we’ll help you.
Training in plant recognition is also
available. We need someone to go down
and look.

We also continue to need people to
spot Purple Loosestrife. If you’ve any of
these pretty purply-pink flowers growing
on your waterfront, let us know and we’ll
help you remove them. They may be
pretty, BUT they are invasives which can
impact the quality of our lake.

I’ll be opening the TLIA Store on
June 26.This will be my last year as
shopkeeper for “TLIA Tee’s, Caps and
Things” because my four-room cabin is
really too small for our inventory. We need
a volunteer to take over the sales….I’m
willing to help anyone interested. It’s fun
to run the store because you meet so many
great lake folks who stop to make
purchases.

For the past two years we’ve had some
vandalism to our property. Last year, all
our solar lights were stolen; this year,
someone destroyed wooden decorative
ducks attached to our deck railings. Neither
was valuable, but the ducks had been hand
made by Bill Bentley (carpenter
extraordinaire) and hand painted by yours
truly. If anyone has had any vandalism, let
me know and we’ll see what we can do
about it. Call me at 998-3276.

AND THE WINNER IS….

The 2006 Bal Nash Community
Service Award
has been given to
our own Tripp
Lake Improvement
Association co-
President, Linda
Laskey, for her
volunteer work in
the Town of
Poland. Linda has
worked tirelessly for TLIA and for the
Town. She truly deserves this award.

As an elementary school teacher,
Linda’s first love has been education,
teaching and listening to youngsters.
Within the Association, she ran programs
for children, trying to instill in them an
interest in the environment in a friendly,
positive manner. Her “Walks and Talks”
taught them the importance of lake
stewardship. She created an Essay contest
for elementary school children, the
winners being awarded a week’s stay at
the Maine Conservation School. Linda
formed a liaison with Poland High
School, enlisting the help of science
teachers to do work/study projects at
Tripp Lake. She has helped with the
Public Beach, asking visitors and
members to help keep it clean. She
watches diligently over our lake, chiding
and correcting those who don’t know
watershed law while maintaining the
necessity of doing so. The Androscoggin
Soil and Water Conservation District
was fortunate to have her on its Board for
several years.

She oversees charitable Church
projects, its thrift store and food pantry.
Since her retirement, she has developed
new interests (along with the old), such as
searching for land for a Senior Citizen
retirement/nursing home, feeling strongly
that elderly people should not have to
leave their community. 

The list goes on and on.
Congratulations, Linda, from all your
groupies!  �

 

Charlotte Webber
 with Purple Loosestrife


