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Bird Watchers on 
Tripp Lake 2008
By Judy King

     Most of us were lucky to see our eagles 
soaring over and around the lake this summer.  
I always knew one was around when I heard 
the loons howling—not singing—rather 
yapping or howling.  This summer I didn’t get 
any written lists from lake birdwatchers, but 
we all stayed in touch and shared sightings.
     I will share what I saw and you can compare 
my list with yours.  Dell and I started out the 
summer by having the joy of seeing 
a Scarlet Tanager sitting on a branch 
next to our deck. The Tanager just 
sat there looking at us for about five 
minutes.  What a sighting! Here is our 
list for the summer of 2008:  Scarlet 
Tanager, Pileated Woodpecker (male 
and female) Downey Woodpeckers, 
Hairy Woodpeckers, Great Blue 
Heron, Eagle, Common Loon, Red-
throated Loon, Tufted Titmouse, 
Crow, Robin, Chickadee, Chipping 
Sparrow, Tree Swallow, House Finch, 
Merganser and chicks, Canada Geese 
and chicks, Baltimore Orioles (male 
& female), Nuthatch, Gold Finch, 
Blue Jay, Mourning Dove, Ruby-
throated Hummingbird, Eastern 
Kingbird, Purple Finch, Barn 
Swallow, Cormorant, Mallard, Osprey, 
Kingfisher, Black Duck, Ring-billed 
Gull, and Semipalmated Plover.
     Enjoy your birding!  See you back 
on the lake next summer.

The Destiny
of Tripp Lake

By Winnie O’Donnell

I wish I had a crystal ball…
Or the number of someone I could call…

Who could tell me the answers that I can’t see…
That could explain to me my destiny.

Then I would know what to do…
And problems I encounter would be few.

But there is no magic wand to wave…
No number to call who can save us all.

Therefore, we all must work towards our goals…
Challenge ourselves to fulfill our roles.

The same thing holds true for our valuable lake…
For look at all that is at stake.

The destiny of our lake would wash away…
It wouldn’t be like it is today.

If we all work together and do our part…
Then Tripp Lake will be like it was from the start!

Wood Stove Safety
Reprinted from Poland Progressive

DO:
• Make sure smoke detectors on all levels of 
home are operating.
• Keep small children away from stove to 
avoid severe burns.
• Develop an escape plan from all rooms, 
especially bedrooms.
• Be sure of enough clearance between stove 
and combustible materials.
• Place stove on noncombustible, fire resistant 
base.

• Have a mason/chimney sweep 
inspect the chimney.
• Burn only dry, well-seasoned wood.
• Dispose of ashes in closed, metal 
container outside of home.
• Consider opening window a crack 
for ventilation.
• Make sure chimney flue lining is 
not blocked & flue and stove pipe are 
clean.
DON’T:
• Don’t connect wood stove to a 
chimney serving another appliance or 
other fuels.
• Don’t start a stove fire with flammable 
fluids.
• Don’t burn trash in stove. Doing so 
can start a chimney fire.

And then there were three.
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