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Condolences
    ▪ Our deepest sympathy is extended to 
the William Feeney family of Abington, 
MA and Garland Swamp Road, ME, whose 
daughter, sister, and aunt, Maura Feeney, 
died unexpectedly on July 31st.  Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to all of you.

   ▪ Our deepest thoughts and prayers 
go out to Carol Richardson and family 
whose husband, Mark Richardson, died 
unexpectedly, at the age of 47, on September 
28th.  Mark was a building contractor in MA 
and had been renovating their cottage on 
Garland Swamp Road this summer. He had a 
son, Tom Richardson, 24.
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     In early September I received a call 
from Sarah Travalio of the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, located 
in Chelmsford, MA, asking if they could 
come to Poland and test the water quality 
and ecological conditions in Tripp Lake. She 
explained that there is no fee for this service. 
The program, which began in 2006, is 
randomly selecting and testing 300 lakes and 
ponds in NE over a six-year period of time. 
She said they would welcome having several 
TLIA members join them during this process. 
John Laskey was available and happy to go 
along with them.
     There is much knowledge to be gained 
about our lake from these test results, which 
will ultimately guide management strategies 
for the protection and enhancement of New 
England’s surface waters. We will be able to 
have a good picture of the overall health of 
our lake through these results. A full report 
will be forthcoming in about a year. It seems 
like a long time, but it is worth waiting for.
     These folks were on the lake for six 
hours and digital instruments were used to 
collect the information. A few results they 
could share with me were that the pH value 
is neutral at the top of the lake and a little 
acidic near the bottom, which is quite good, 
and there is a good level of oxygen to support 
marine life.
     If you would like more information about 
this program and possibly some results, call 
the New England Regional Laboratory at 
1-888-372-7341. Ask for Sarah Travalio, 
John Baker, or Toby Stover.
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