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A Different Drug 
Problem………
This letter appeared on the internet.

     The other day, someone at a store in our town 
read that a Methamphetamine lab had been 
found in an old farmhouse in the adjoining 
county and he asked me a rhetorical question.  
“Why didn’t we have a drug problem when 
you and I were growing up?”  
     I replied, I had a drug problem when I 
was young:  I was drug to church on Sunday 
morning.  I was drug to church for weddings 
and funerals. I was drug to family reunions and 
community socials no matter the weather.  
     I was drug by my ears when I was 
disrespectful to adults.  I was also drug to the 
woodshed when I disobeyed my parents, told 
a lie, brought home a bad report card, did not 
speak with respect, spoke ill of the teacher or 
the preacher, or if I didn’t put forth my best 
effort in everything that was asked of me.
     I was drug to the kitchen sink to have 
my mouth washed out with soap if I uttered 
a profanity.  I was drug out to pull weeds in 
Mom’s garden and flowerbeds and cockleburs 
out of Dad’s fields.  I was drug to the homes 
of family, friends and neighbors to help out 
some poor soul who had no one to mow the 
yard, repair the clothesline, or chop some 
firewood, and if my mother had ever known 
that I took a single dime as a tip for this 
kindness, she would have drug me back to 
the woodshed.
     Those drugs are still in my veins and they 
affect my behavior in everything I do, say, or 
think.  They are stronger than cocaine, crack, 
or heroin; and, if today’s children had this 
kind of drug problem, America would be a 
better place.

Items of Interest
☻ Congratulations to Del & Judy King on 
the birth of their twin grandsons, Baron and 
Bently King, on June 27th, 2008.  The proud 
parents are Zachary & Melanie King who 
reside in Woodlands, CA.

☻ Best wishes to Judy King on the occasion 
of her retirement.  She has been a teacher 
for Special Needs students and their parents 
for 25 years and has worked in the field of 
Education for over 30 years.  

☻ Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary to 
Claudie and Ron Getchell who celebrated 
that milestone on June 21st, and also to Babs 
and Mike Shapiro who celebrated their 50th 
on June 22nd. 

☻ A View From the Log Cabin, written 
by Harriet Doolittle, is missing from this 
issue because Harriet hurt her knee on her 
way back to New Jersey and ended up in 
the hospital.  We wish her a speedy recovery 
and are looking forward to her return in next 
spring’s TLIA News.

☻ If you have any pictures you would like 
to share with readers, feel free to send them 
to me at 5 Garland Swamp Road 04274.  
Just add a caption identifying the folks and 
activities in the photo and add your name, 
phone number and address to the back so 
they can be returned to you. 

☻  Please, when you are closing your cottage 
next fall, take a little extra time to label all 
those belongings that could possibly be found 
floating on the lake or stuck on a banking next 
spring after the ice goes out.  If you do this, 
you might actually be re-united with these 
wandering items in 2009.

☻ This year marks the 35th Anniversary of 
The Tripp Lake Improvement Association.  
Thanks to all of you for your commitment 
and support through these years.  There are 
many who have worked to keep us energized 
and moving forward to where we are today. 
We are a body of 154 active member families 
and we are always happy to welcome more.  
My grandparents and parents loved this place 
and would be pleased to see the ongoing 
enthusiasm we all feel about being good 
stewards to this little piece of heaven on earth.  
If we each encourage one more family to join 
our membership that would assure that we 
can continue our ongoing fight to keep Tripp 
healthy and to preserve its beauty. We are so 
lucky to be here in such a wonderful country, 

state, town, and lake.  We are now on our way 
to 50 years!      Heave ho!

☻ I would like to again thank our web master, 
Larry Lee, who created our TLIA website 
and continues to add information and each 
issue of the newsletter to that website. You 
can access this website by Googling www.
tripplake.com. This is not a paying job and 
he does it willingly, at least I don’t think he’s 
been threatened. 

☻ Recipes!  That’s the name of this pitch.  
Please open your recipe file and pull out 
one of your favorite recipes and send it to: 
Linda Laskey, PO Box 119, W Poland, ME 
or e-mail to ormpoland@roadrunner.com. 
You will be glad you did because when we 
have received enough recipes, they will be 
compiled in a wonderful recipe book, which 
will become a fundraiser for TLIA and a great 
guide for you to use when preparing a meal.  
Please help us out.  Thanks !

☻ Another reminder that the Clothing Store 
is open year round and is another option for 
your Christmas and other holiday shopping 
or birthday gifts.  T-shirts and sweatshirts in 
children and adult sizes, Visor caps, and Tripp 
Lake throws.  Call Claire & Marion Chesley 
at 207-998-4389 or e-mail:  mhbemery@
qmail.com.

☻ If you are curious about those walking poles 
you see people walking with around the lake 
and want some answers call Kathie Carroll 
at 207-824-2145 or 207-595-2841.  You can 
also e-mail her at: walkon@megalink.net.  I 
have a pair and they are wonderful.

“After they make Styrofoam, what do they 
ship it in?” - Steven Wright

“Shouldn’t the Air and Space Museum be 
empty?” - Dennis Miller

“Listen at the keyhole and you’ll hear news 
of yourself” - Proverb

Cottages For Rent
    ▪ Dick Harris is renting his family cottage 
on Garland Swamp Road for the summer of 
2009 from the 15th of May through September 
30th.  If anyone from the lake has friends 
or relatives who are looking for a place on 
the lake for at least a month, call Dick at 
207-838-6989.  Preference will be given to 
full season rentals.  Price is negotiable.
    ▪ Tripp Lake, eastern shore. Weekly rental.  
Two bedroom cottage, deck, dock, sunset 
views.  Available summer, 2009.  $700 per 
week.  Call for availability. Jill or Robin at 
732-275-0230 or RIR12@comcast.net.
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