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Update on Road Work:
Jordan Shore Drive &
Garland Swamp Road

By Dana Lee, Poland Town Manager

     Signs reading, “Not a Through Road,” are on order for 
JSD and GSR and should be here soon. The Poland Works 
Department will install them. There will be two for each road.
     Due to the three-plus weeks of rain, manpower shortages, 
paving schedules, requests for drainage improvements, the 
Brown Road project has put us way behind schedule. We have 
at least three or four different projects in queue before Garland 
Swamp Road, then we must focus on setting up our winter 
sand.
     I am increasingly concerned that this project may get pushed 
to spring. The good news is that I had an engineering firm help 
design how to best help that road. That design is available at the 
Town Hall. Don’t lose faith, however.
     Also, the extremely inflated price of pavement (asphalt) 
has put our road-paving schedule in some jeopardy. Next year, 
I need to first pay for the additional 1.25” of surface paving 
mix to finish Brown Road and on Strout Road (about $120,000 
more than was budgeted).
     I also had the same engineer do work on JSD (plans at town 
office, as well). Jordan Shore Drive needs more work than we 
thought (under drain and certain drainage structures). If I can 
swing it in my proposed 2009-2010 budget, it will be there with 
under drain improvements, reclaiming the road and putting 
down 2” of base paving mix (approx. cost: $200,000), to be 
followed with the 1.25” of surface mix in 2010-2011. I simply 
have to break the project up for budget reasons.

Property Revaluation
From The Poland Progressive - September 2008

     What is a revaluation?
     A revaluation is the process of conducting the data collection 
and market analysis necessary to equalize the values of all 
properties within a municipality for the purpose of a fair 
distribution of the tax burden.
     What is market value and who determines my property 
value?
     Market value is determined by the activity in the local real 
estate market and the general economy.  The value of your 
property is based on an analysis of the entire market for up to 
two full calendar years before the completion of the revaluation 
project.  The market can generally be defined as you, the person 
who sold the property to you, and the person willing to buy it 
from you.
      It is the appraiser’s job to research and analyze the values 
in any particular area or neighborhood.  In effect, they do what 
you would do to determine the selling price when putting your 
property up for sale. The appraiser has specific guidelines 
to follow.  Factors that are examined for each property are:  
location, size, quality of construction, age of improvements, 
topography, utilities, zoning restrictions, if any, etc.
     What happens during a revaluation?
     A physical inspection of each property is conducted where 
building dimensions and characteristics are noted.  This 
is the data collection phase of the project.  While the data 
collection phase is going on, appraisers are studying the sales 
and determining where the actual increases and decreases in 
value are occurring.  This study of recent property sales allows 
appraisers to establish parameters to estimate the value of 
property that has not been sold.
     Will a revaluation increase taxes?
     Property values tend to increase over time, thus most 
properties’ assessments will increase during a revaluation.  But, 
it does not mean that all property taxes will increase.  Remember, 
assessments are only the basis that is used to determine the tax 
burden.  The tax burden is the amount that the Municipality 
must raise to operate the local government and support the 
many services each of us has come to expect, such as schools, 
police, trash, etc.
     What are my taxes going to be?  When will we know the 
new tax rate?
     The tax rate is determined based on the total need from taxation 
divided by the total value of the town. Generally speaking, we 
expect the tax (mil) rate to drop by 40-50%.  There is no way 
to determine the actual tax rate before all the appraisal work is 

done and the total value is known.  The appraisers will work 
through this fall and winter and we will have hearings in the 
spring and early summer.  The tax rate and tax bills will be 
better known in August of 2009.
     What if I strongly disagree with the proposed value of 
my property?
     All taxpayers will receive a preliminary notice of value.  You 
will then have a several-week window of time in which to have 
a hearing with the revaluation firm.  At this hearing, you have 
the opportunity to present facts and figures about the property 
that may be unknown to the assessing firm.

www.tripplake.com    Tripp Lake Improvement Association Fall 2008


