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ASSOCIATION 
Officers: 
President: Tom Dean, 4 Haskell St., Auburn, ME 
04210 
Summer: 197 Jordan Shore Drive, Poland,, ME 
04274 
Phone : 207-777-3210 or 207-740-2600 
e-mail: tdean@futureguard.net 
V-President: Ed Hughes, 226 Jordan Shore 
Drive, Poland, ME 04274 
Phone: 207-577-3464, E-mail: vivi9263@aol.com 
Secretary: Susan Barry, 5 Garland Swamp 
Road, Poland, ME 04274 
Phone: 207-998-2580.  E-mail: 
sueb2@fairpoint.net 
Treasurer:  Dick Barry. ( Info. same as Sue 
Barry’s) 

Board of Directors and Associates 
Jacqueline Misenheimer, 34 Jordan Shore 
Drive, Poland, ME 04274 
Phone: 207-998-2137.  E-mail: 
jmisenheimer@auburnschl.edu 
Richard Lundstedt, 91 Berkley St., Marlboro, MA 
01752 
Summer: 217 Jordan Shore Drive, Poland. 
Phone: (508) 481-5528 or cell: (508) 308-5054 
e-mail: rick-anna@comcast-net 
Howard Sherman, 15 Saturn Rd., Marblehead, 
MA 01945 
Summer: 83 Jordan Shore Drive, Poland 
Phone: (781) 639-8482 or (207) 998 8155. 
E-mail: violinhw@comcast.net 
Winnie ODonnell, 33K St., E. Weymouth, MA 
02189  
Summer: 20 Marjorie Lane, Poland, ME 04274 
Phone: (781) 337-3448. E-mail: 
wodonnell@publiccounsel.net 
Jack Quinn, 249 Jordan Shore Drive, Poland, ME 
04274 
Phone: (207) 998-2307. E-mail: qu5225@aol.com 
Richard Smith, 35 Garland Swamp Rod, Poland, 
ME 04274 
Phone: (207) 998-4408. E-mail: 
rsmith@roadrunner.com 
Judy King (Associate Director), 31 Rachael 
Circle, S. Easton, MA 02375 
Summer: 154 Jordan Shore Drive, Poland, ME 
Phone: (508) 272-1372;judyp.king@yahoo.com 
Editors:  Sue Barry, Babs Shapiro 
Photos,Babs Shapiro 

 

POOLE’S HISTORY OF POLAND 
 

(fromPoole’s History of Poland, Poole Bros. Publishers, 
Mechanic Falls, ME 

By Babs Shapiro 
 
 Last fall we described how the first settlers on Megquire Hill Road 
arrived at their new home, with children carried in a “large covered basket, 
like chicken in clean straw.” This was over 200 years ago, in 1796. 
 “From this time forward this little settlement increased very rapidly; 
the giant forests disappeared as if by magic, giving place to broad fields 
dotted with charred and blackened stumps, which each season were 
hidden by a luxuriant growth of corn, grain and grass. Log houses were 
built throughout the entire length of the hill.  When a new family moved into 
the place, they were sure of a hearty welcome and a part of some humble 
dwelling was kindly offered for their accommodations until they should be 
able to provide quarters for themselves.  The entire population lent their aid 
so that it required by a few days for the erection of a comfortable dwelling, 
which was as good as their neighbor’s, and was considered good enough.  
If anyone had a hard job before him all hands turned out and it was soon 
finished.  Thus, digging a well, junking and piling a burnt piece, or any 
other hard job was made easy by the many willing hands.” 
 The first school was taught by Joseph Hall, who settled on the east 
side of Tripp Pond.  Hall did not prove a very efficient teacher as he 
seemed to entertain the idea that his whole duty consisted in keeping 
order.  If he was asked to explain a rule in arithmetic or anything of the 
kind, he answered: ‘That is not any business there in the book; you must 
not learn from that.’ One term closed his reign, and he was succeeded by 
Percy Loring who settled on the Moses Snell farm.  Loring proved more 
efficient as a teacher, still he held to many Puritanical notions which would 
be looked on with abhorrence in this enlightened day.  Textbooks were few 
and far between, one book generally sufficing for four to six pupils.” 
 “Arithmetic was taught from a large manuscript gotten up by the 
teacher, never extending further than the simple rule of three, which was 
long since done away by analysis.  As to grammar, it was a study almost 
entirely unknown.  The discipline was of the strictest sort, each pupil on 
leaving the room was required to  face about and bow to both school and 
teacher, nor turn his back until he had closed the door, that is, the male 
members, but the females must make a curtsy.  Also on the way to and 
from school, every person they chanced to meet was treated to the same 
civilities, and any violation of these rules subjected the offender to a severe 
application of the ferrule the next morning.” 
 At the summer term a female teacher was employed, whose duty it 
was to teach young misses to knit, sew and also embroider.  The teacher 
generally boarded around, so many days being allotted each scholar.  
They often found coarse fare and hard lodgings, but no fault was ever 
found as the people did the best they could, and gave their guests as good 
as they could afford themselves.  The wages of teachers were from fifty to 
seventy-five cents per week for females and $8 to $10 per month for 
males.” 

.(to be continued in the next issue of the TLIA Newsletter.) 
 

 


