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Letter fromthePresident
ThomasJ. Dean

Another
summer on
Tripp Pond has
comeand gone
asitlways
does. | have
raked our yard
of leavesahalf
dozentimes, squeezedinalast
minutewater ski run during thelast
week of October, pulled my boat
and dock beforethefirst frost,
and amwonderingwhat this
winter will bring. Moresnow than
last year? Colder than last year?
I"ll bet thiswinter will bethesame
asladt... coldand white. My lifeis
pretty much the same, because
somethingsdon’t changealot.

But around Tripp Pond things
don't stay the same, additionsare
being put on homes (somethingl’d
liketo do oneday), fancier boats
areadfloat, old homesarebeing
taken down so that new onescan
beraised or are sprouting up on
empty lots. A housing develop-
ment isstarting to show signsof
life. ThereisevenaDunkin’
Donutsintown now. New neigh-
bors, new friendsand growth are
coming.

| remember duringthelate
1980'sthat if we saw five boats
onthelakeit wasconsidered a
trafficjam. Today fiveboatson
thelakedl at oncemight be
considered light traffic. And there
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Marine’s find averts disaster
By Sabrina Cardin, staff writer, Daily News of Newburyport

BYFIELD -- While working the night shift on the Al Tagaddam base in Iraq,
Marine Lance Cpl. Edmund “Joe” Hughes, a mechanic, was|ooking over a
helicopter when he found a small crack on the boom that had been overlooked.

But it turned out it wasn't just a simple crack—it was big enough that it could
have brought down the helicopter. The entire boom needed to be replaced.

According to his superiors, Hughes' discovery may well have saved the lives
of the entire crew.

In the fifth month of his seven-month tour, Hughes, 24, has now received two
Navy and Marine Achievement awards. Hisfirst award came also for his
alertness-he saw an object fall off a helicopter. The latest award isfor
discovering the overlooked crack.

“Thereal award isdoing what he thinks he should,” said his mother, Didi
Hughes, who now livesin Poland, Maine.

Joe, 22002 Triton graduate, initially felt the call to serve his country when he
saw troops returning home on the news. Having already received adegree in
automotive mechanicsfrom Universal Technical Institutelllinoisin 2004,
Hughes, then 22, saw enlisting in the marines as the next logical step.

After testing high on the aviation mechanic portion of the Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude Battery exam, Hughes was offered a position repairing and
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Chuck Norris (center) with Edmund “ Joe” Hughes on his | eft
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ON THE WATER

What a season! The Sox won the ALCS and the
World Series, Patriots and Celtics are off to arecord-
breaking start and the fishing was very good! We had
our niece, Eternity, stay with us as much as possible this
summer. She can’t get enough boating, fishing and
swimming! She hasablast just being out on our boat (or
Richard Smith’spontoon boat). Shereally doeslove
watching “ stuff” inthe water, birdsflying over and
especially loons. Catching fish isan added bonusfor
her!

It was agreat summer for all lake activities. The lack of rain didn’t appear
to hurt the lake any—in fact the clarity seemed the best in years. We'll have to
check with John Laskey to see what the actual readings were but it sure
appeared very clear. You could easily see the bottom in 6+ feet of water by the
end of the season. Apparently the lack of runoff helpsthat more than the
additional boats hurt it. Theincreased boat activity isunmistakable. More boats
and an increase in motor size generally don’'t bode well for water quality due to
theincrease in silt disturbance. Kicking up silt adds phosphorus back into the
chain and aswe all know, phosphorusis the lake’'s enemy. The good newsis
that the bigger boats, for the most part, are keeping to the deeper water where
their influenceisminimal. If we keep operating our boats responsibly, we can
maintain our fragilelake' swater quality.

The lake temperature wasn’t much higher than normal either, whichis
surprising since we had more sun than normal. Got some reports of folks
catching trout through the summer by trolling the cool est water that held
oxygen. It’s possible for trout to survive the summer if they find acool spring,
food source and oxygen. The trick isthat they won't get enough oxygen below
20 feet and the cooling springs don’t emit dissol ved oxygen. The trout that do
survive have somehow overcome the Tripp balancing act. The warm water
species which most people fish for are more tolerant of heat and low oxygen.
The health of our bassfishery is still very good considering the increased
angling pressure. It’s easy to get spoiled when you fish alake as good as Tripp
but occasionally it’sgood to put that in perspective.

by Rick Lundstedt
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Rick Lundstedt and his neice, Eternity, in front of his cabin on Tripp
Lake with small-mouth bass fish they caught.

NOTES FROM AN

EX-PRESIDENT
by Babs Shapiro

Onceagain,
summer has
flownbyina
blink, beginning
and endingwith
celebrations. The
Fourth kicked off
thefestivitiesand
our nephew’s 50th
birthday bash on
Labor Day weekend concluded them.
Family, friends, kidsand grandkids
were in abundance and we' re most
grateful. That's what camp and the
lakeare dl about. Protecting it for
generationsto comeismy am.

We welcomed a new President,
Thomas Dean, and new Board mem-
bers at the Annual Meeting. We wish
them good luck and hopethey’ Il carry
on the good works of their predeces-
Sors.

A new ides, proposed by Judy King
and carried out by Peg Harris, wasfor
signsrequesting dog ownersto pick up
after their animals. Four signswere
tacked to trees between Garland
Swamp Road and the end of Jordan
Shore Drive. For the most part, they’ ve
been successful. The addition of
baggiesand acouple of rubbish pails
would compl ete the project.

The second annual 5K was abig
success. Tees, ribbons and prizes were
handed out to about 50 runners. It was
another perfect day and to Jamie
Rothfus, the chairperson, kudosand
thanksfor al your work. Hopeit'll be
bigger and better next year.

Stewardship and the health of the
lake remain my primary concerns.
Continued education for newcomers
and constant vigilanceby al lake
dwellersisthekey to maintaining and
improving the cleanliness of thewater.
In fact, it seemsthat an increased
awareness for protecting the lake has
permested the lake community. John
Laskey reported greater clarity at the
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